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By Tanja Bekhuis, PhD, TCB Research & Indexing LLC. TExtract® Pro v10 was used for semantic analysis and development.

This is a subject index for The Children of the Poor by Jacob A. Riis (1892), a classic book on child welfare. The pages
correspond to a forthcoming special edition for scholars and serious readers.

Pages in bold italics indicate figures, mainly photographs by Riis.

Stories or anecdotes about children are indexed by name of child and again under ‘stories of children.’

age
for compulsory education, 65
for legal employment, 25,52, 58
of school dropouts, 25, 68
teeth and determination of, 54, 57
See also certificates
alcoholism. See growlers; saloons
American Female Guardian Society, 100, 110
American Humane Association, 80
Ancarola, 79. See also padrones
asylums, 60, 65-67, 69-71, 73,109-10, 147-48

B

babies
in the Barracks, 13
See also Barracks, the
bruising, 24
See also child abuse and neglect
death, 13-14,17,47,104
diet of month-old, 39
floating hospitals, 89-90
as income, 17
minding the, 61, 63, 90
in nurseries and kindergartens, 95
placement in Western farm homes, 130-31
sickness, 88-89
vaccination and refusal, 17
Balch, George T., 107
banks, savings
in lodging houses, 140
precedent for, 167n26
in schools, 110
Barracks, the (block of tenements), 13, 14, 22, 44
Bartholdi Créche, 90
Bath Beach in summer, 88,91
Battle Row, 11
begging, 9, 38,77, 79, 142
Bend, the. See Mulberry Street
Bergh, Henry, 76
Bessie, story of little, 46-47
“big water”, 88, 89. See also Fresh Air Fund, origins
and impact

birth certificates, 58-59. See also certificates
boarders
summer, 84, 85,91
sweating a flat by taking in, 24
See also sweaters
Board of Health, 13, 26-27, 55, 90
Bohemians, 28, 55, 101-2
bones, picking and sorting, 19-20
books and libraries, 32,117, 122, 128
boots, blacking, 22, 68, 134, 167n25
Bowery, 23,49, 51
boxing, 123. See also boys’ clubs
boys
in asylums, 69
characteristics, 46, 112
cooking and sewing classes, 105
See also industrial schools
delinquency, 10, 69-75, 77
See also juvenile delinquency; “toughs”
denied a trade, 72, 110
escape to the street, 16
gambling and fondness for, 115
honor among, 70-71
illiteracy and inadequate education, 66
lodging houses for homeless, 142
loss of father's authority, 48
parental motives for educating, 15
play and need for, 71
public schools and rejection, 64-65
raids and firewood, 43-44
relatives' greed for wages, 60, 87, 167n30
schooling, 62, 68, 125
stunted growth, 38
truants confined with criminals, 67
working in stores as "cash," 61
See also children
boys’ clubs, 112-28
Brace, Charles Loring (founder of Children’s Aid
Society), 99, 166n23
Brace Memorial Lodging House for Boys. See
Duane Street lodging house
Brodsky, Jette, story of little, 27
Buffalo, story of a runaway boy, 138-40
burial day, 128. See also death; funerals

© 2017 TCB Research & Indexing LLC. All Rights Reserved. Pagel



C

Calvary Parish Boys’ Club, 122
Carmen, story of little, 17, 81
carpentry, 104, 112, 120-21
in a boys' club, 118
See also boys’ clubs
Catholics, Roman, 119, 166n23
census, 24, 28,53, 58, 68, 100
federal, 65
police, 13, 26
sanitary, 95, 166n8
school, 40, 55, 66
state, 65
See also vital statistics
certificates (birth, age, and marriage), 53-54,
57-59, 62,108
character
as barrier to evil, 150
destroyed by tenements, 72
of the man and recognition, 133
as measure of success, 148
shaped by environment, 79, 151
charities, 41, 75, 80, 88, 91, 95. See also Register of
Children’s Charities
charity, Christian, 101
Charity Organization Society, 75, 118, 149
child abuse and neglect, 45, 78, 79, 81, 146. See
also Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children
child labor, 28, 52-64, 102
compulsory education and obstruction, 69
See also factories; homes: as workshops;
stores; sweaters; workshops
child poverty and progress towards solving,
149-51. See also pauperism; poverty
children
characteristics of poor, 46
charity schools and bidding, 15
cost of maintaining in asylums or poor houses,
110
dependency, 67, 146-48, 167n27, 167n28,
167n30
of the dumps, 19, 20
environmental influence, 9-10
See also environment
"faith test" and placement in institutions, 148
farms as homes, 99, 110, 130-31
homelessness, 101, 128-46
See also lodging houses
in institutions, 148
as interpreters for parents, 16
as laborers, 28, 52-64

children (continued)
as pedlars, 24, 138-39
protection and duty of the State, 52,76
See also child abuse and neglect
rejection by public schools, 100
religion of adoptive homes, 131
rights compared to animals, 76, 80
See also child abuse and neglect
sea air and effects, 89
See also Fresh Air Fund
sickness as capital for parents, 17
See also babies; boys; girls; stories of children
Children’s Aid Society
crime rates, 10
farm schools, 167n24
industrial schools, 100, 110
kindergartens, 92
religion of children, 166n23
summer homes, 88
Children’s Society. See Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children
Chinatown, 45, 49, 51
cholera infantum, 89. See also disease
Christmas, 23, 44,87,91, 103, 129
churches, 74, 82, 85,87, 118-19, 127-28
cigar makers, 102, 165n4
citizenship, 10, 12-13, 52, 60, 74, 107. See also
voting
classes (educational), 31-32,102-3, 114-15,
121-22,125, 140-41. See also schools
cleanliness, 12-13, 15, 34, 91. See also soap and
water
clubs. See boys' clubs
College Settlement, 96, 113,117,127
community, the
blame for "toughs," 151
boys' clubs as defensive measures by, 127
See also boys' clubs
cost to educate children, 110
duty to educate children, 10
response to child abuse, 76
Constitution of the United States, 30, 32
consumption, 48. See also disease
craps, shooting. See gambling
crime, 24, 68,77-78, 80, 144, 146
criminals
children confined with, 67, 74
development of, 70-71, 73, 77
generations of, 72
illiteracy and, 68
in tenements, 72
Crosby Street, 20-21, 79, 135
croup, 25, 165n4. See also disease
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D

dancing, 70,77,79, 103
Daniel, Annie S., 55-56
death, 20-21, 38, 81,97, 131-32, 134-35
death rates, 13-14, 25, 165n4
Declaration of Independence, 30, 32
Hebrew translation of, 33, 34
diphtheria, 25, 55, 165n4. See also disease
dirt
as disease, 98
infant mortality and, 40
of Ludlow Street, 34
playing with, 41
disease, 39, 55, 67, 84, 104. See also specific
diseases or disorders
doctors, lady, 45
dowry, 59
Duane Street lodging house (for newsboys),
134-36, 140, 141
dumps (wooden bridges)
children living under the, 19, 20
gathering refuse at the, 150
as homes, 18, 19

E

East Side, 17, 23-35, 44-45, 50-51, 119-23, 133
education

compulsory, 39, 52, 62, 65, 67, 69

as investment, 25

United States history, courses in, 30
Edward, the little vegetable pedlar, 139
elections

bonfires, 43

in industrial schools, 106, 108-9

See also voting
English language, 15

lessons, 23, 31
environment, 9-10, 20, 29, 39, 72, 79-80. See also

saloons; slums; street, the; tenements

Essex Street, 25, 32
evening schools. See schools: night

F

factories, 52-54, 56-59, 62, 68, 71-72, 136-37.
See also sweaters

factory law. See law: factory

"faith test" (civil law), 148

family. See fathers; mothers; parents

farms as homes, 99, 110, 130-31

farm schools, 167n24. See also schools

fathers
boarding children in charity schools, 15
children as interpreters, 16
drunkenness, 73, 134, 136
ignorance, 63
illiteracy, 48
as loafers, 40
surrender of children as truants, 59
trades denied to sons, 111
See also parents
fire in tenements, 46
Five Points (district), 12, 40, 131
Five Points House of Industry, 72, 95
flag, American, 18, 31, 41, 107-9, 151
Fresh Air Fund, origins and impact, 75, 81-91, 150
funerals, 13, 17, 114. See also burial day; death

G

gambling, 66, 74, 115
games, 42-43,92-94, 114-15, 122-23, 125,134
gangs, 44-45,47,50,112-13,116, 124-26
of girls, 142
violence, 97
Germans, 42, 104
Gerry, Elbridge T., 77
Gerry’s Society, 77
girls
characteristics, 46
classes in industrial schools, 105
See also industrial schools
clothes, 106
criminality, 10, 77, 143
dancing classes and effects, 103
housekeeping, 103-4
ignorance transmitted as mothers, 63
illiteracy and inadequate education, 66
instruction and recreation in night schools,
125
as little mothers, 37, 90
lodging houses, 127,133, 143, 145
moral corruption, 27
occupations, 61
playing, 42, 70
vacations, 87-88
See also Fresh Air Fund
vagrancy and immorality, 10, 142-43
working in stores as "cash," 61
See also children
girls' clubs, 127
Giuseppe. See Margalto, Giuseppe, story of little
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growlers (jugs mainly for beer), 38, 42, 74. See
also saloons
gymnasiums, 122, 126, 134

H

hand organs, 19, 42, 44

Health Home, 88-89

Hebrew Institute, 30-31

Hebrew language, 28-30, 32, 34, 101
Hell’s Kitchen, 11

heredity, 72, 131

heroism of children, 46

Hester Street and Jewish life, 24, 29-30, 35, 46, 51,

54
Hobson'’s choice for children, 38
Holy Terror Park (playground), 97. See also
Poverty Gap
homeless children. See children: homeless
homes
absence of privacy, 27
as chief hardship, 16
dirt and darkness, 40
poverty, 130
in the West, 130, 133, 147
as workshops, 25
honor among boys, 70-71
hookey, playing (slang). See truancy
hospitals
dread of, 17
floating, 89-90
readying children for country excursions,
83-84
housekeeping, 37, 46
playing at, 93
houses, rear, 13,97
How the Other Half Lives (Jacob Riis), 48, 133

I

idleness
asylums and, 70
criminality and, 71
in prison, 151
"toughs" and, 43, 47
illiteracy, 15, 48, 57, 66, 68
illness. See sickness
immigrants, 10-11, 35, 59, 107
Americanizing, 10, 31, 108
birth certificates and passports, 59
effect of no family in America, 11
language of, 28, 100
prejudice against, 10
in slums, 165n1
See also specific groups

immorality and vagrancy of girls, 143
industrial schools, 16, 43, 46,98-112, 130,
132-33. See also schools
inspectors, 55,57, 64
children as election, 109
See also factories
Irish, the, 11, 13, 19, 40, 48, 101
[talians, 11-23, 75, 83

J

Jersey Street, 22, 150
Jews, 13, 23-25, 27, 29,32,100-101
average stay in United States, 28
children of, 29, 55, 100-101
as immigrants, 8, 24, 75
from Poland and Roumania, 28
from Russia, 11, 25, 101
strength of family ties, 17, 27
truancy and marriage portion (dowry), 59
John Doe (nameless child), 80-81
Johnny, story of, 94
juvenile delinquency, 78, 144. See also boys:
delinquency; “toughs”

K

Katie, story of a little housekeeper, 37, 46
kindergartens, 15, 31, 38, 83,91-95, 105
play in, 92, 166n20
purpose, 92
Sunday schools, 92, 119
as truant officers, 95

L

landlords, 13, 17, 24-25,40-41, 71, 125
language of immigrants, 28, 100
laughter, 23, 25, 89
law
factory, 52, 58
failure to extend to stores, 62
supposed effects, 61
"faith test" for placement of children, 148
New York Children's (1875), 146
tenement house, 9
Leonard Street School, 59, 101
Leslie, Fay, story of, 51
libraries and books, 32,117,122, 128
Little Italy, 20. See also Italians
loafers, 39,111
lodging houses, 71, 110, 133-43, 145, 167n26
cheap Bowery “hotels”, 142
Children’s Aid Society, 100-101, 133, 143
missing boys, 135
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lodging houses (continued)
night school, 139
seven-cent, 69
shooting craps, 66
See also asylums
Lost Tenth, 9, 129-30
Lowell, Flossie, story of, 51
Lowell, Josephine Shaw, 148, 167n28, 167n29
Ludlow Street, 24-27, 32, 34, 54, 83,91

M

Mabher, story of little, 128
manufactories, 55-56. See also factories
manufacturers, 57-58, 63-64
Margalto, Giuseppe, story of little, 20-21, 135
marriage
certificates, 53
portion (dowry), 59
Mary Ellen, story of little, 75, 81, 130
McDuff’s girl, Kid. See Noonan, Annie, story of Kid
Mcduff’s girl
measles, 25, 165n4. See also disease
melammedim (Hebrew teachers), 29-30, 31
messenger services, 62
military drill and discipline, 119-20, 126. See also
reformatories
money and savings, 59, 115, 140. See also banks,
savings
Monroe Street, 100
mortality. See death rates
mothers
child’s diet and ignorance, 39
drunkenness, 45, 73
earning wages, 95
health homes and sick children, 88
punishment of children, 24, 93
stepmothers, 75, 167n30
See also parents
Mott Street, 16-17, 21, 35-36, 84,101, 108
Mott Street Barracks. See Barracks, the
Mulberry Street, 12, 15, 18-20, 39, 47,71
music, 79, 88,120

N

Negroes, 83,101, 108
newsboys, 44, 66, 135-36, 140
Newsboys’ Lodging House, 133, 136
New York, 68, 111-13, 126-28, 130-34, 146-47,
149-50
factories, 58
Italians, 18-19
See also Italians
open door for immigrants, 8

New York (continued)
school population, 65
taxes in support of dependent children, 147
trashy novels and cheap shows, 73
New York Children's Law (1875), 146
New York Kindergarten Association, 92
New York School Board, 125
New York Times, 88
New York Trade Schools, 111-12
New-York Tribune, 82, 86-87
Noonan, Annie, story of Kid Mcduff’s girl, 49-52
Normal School, 73, 95. See also schools
notaries, certificates of age from, 58
nurseries, 83-84, 91, 95, 150-51

(0]

occupations for children, 61-62, 105. See also
child labor

orphans, 132, 138, 148. See also asylums; lodging
houses; outcasts

outcasts, 10, 128, 130-31, 133-35, 141, 146. See
also asylums; lodging houses; orphans

P

padrones, 17,77, 79-80
parents
authority, 12,47, 147
children as interpreters, 16
contracts with padrones. See padrones
dead bodies in the home, 41
drunkenness, 73, 80, 134
greed, 80
as guardians, 76
moral sense, 25
neglect of children, 45
obligation to attend Police Court, 67
perjury, 52
placing children in institutions, 146-47
poverty and child labor, 77
punishment for truancy of children, 59
rights to children, 77
searching for missing boys, 135
See also fathers; mothers
Parish House, 120
parks, 19, 43,71, 96, 124, 150. See also
playgrounds
Parsons, Willard, 81-82, 86-87
Passover and scrubbing homes, 24
patriotism, 8, 31, 107
pauperism, 9, 73, 110, 146-49, 167n26, 167n31.
See also poverty
pedlars, child, 24, 138-39
Pell Street, 49, 51-52
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photography and Jacob Riis, 44, 47, 138, 150
phthisis, 165n4. See also disease
Pietro, story of, 15, 22-23
playgrounds
necessity of, 71
as open-air kindergartens, 96-98
in schools, 125
in the street, 43
tenement backyards, 29
playing, 24-25, 31, 42, 70-71, 166n20. See also
games; kindergartens: play in
plumbing shop in a trade school, 111. See also
industrial schools
police
boys' clubs, 113
as common enemy, 44-45
courts, 48, 67-68, 74, 80, 125
election bonfires, 43
gambling discovery, 115
guarding against children playing, 70-71
sanitary, 12, 24-25, 53
truants and their arrest, 67
politics
child labor, 58
influence in the courts, 40
persecution, 51
public support of children, 146
tax laws for support of children, 147
tenements, 9-10
"toughs" as voters, 48
Potter’s Field (burial place for paupers), 9, 79,
129, 149, 150-51
poverty, 16-17, 24, 38, 40, 81-82, 146. See also
pauperism
Poverty Gap, 12, 40, 63,96-98, 118, 150
children playing, 96
where child murdered, 98
privacy in the home and its absence, 27, 39
protectories, 66-67, 70. See also asylums
Protestants, 66, 83,92, 119, 166n23
providence (God’s care), 128

Q
Quill, Harry, story of, 136
R

Randall’s Island, 90, 132, 142
reading rooms for working boys, 116, 124, 127
reform

failure of, 151

in magazines and newspapers, 44

of poverty and ignorance, 15
reformatories, 52, 70, 73, 167n25

reform schools. See reformatories
Register of Children’s Charities, 151-60. See also
charities
rent, 13,17, 22, 24,40, 56
broken homes after increase in, 27
need for child's wages to pay, 38
Report upon the Care of Dependent Children in
New York City, 167n28
rescue of children, 39, 72, 80, 143, 148, 150-51
Riis, Jacob
How the Other Half Lives, 48, 133
photography, 44, 47,138, 150
riots, 122
rookeries. See slums; tenements
rum. See saloons
Russians, 11, 23, 25, 28,31-32, 101

S

saints, 12, 18
saloons, 9-10, 19, 46, 48-51, 74, 150
licensed and unlicensed, 167n32
See also growlers
scarlet fever, 17, 55. See also disease
schools
age students leave, 25
Catholic, 65
charity, 15, 65
Christian, 31,101
dinners served as measure of progress, 101
duty of community, 10
effects on home life, 15
farm, 167n24
Hebrew, 29, 30
immigrant communities, 101
industrial. See industrial schools
Italian, 12, 31, 101, 105
learning to vote. See voting
and the Messiah, 30
night, 25, 28, 31, 58, 60, 134
normal, 73, 95
public, 29-30, 65, 68,95, 100, 102
rewards, 71, 100
undertakers and certificates of age, 58
volunteers for evening, 125
sediment (of people), 8,12, 165n1
servitude, involuntary, 79. See also padrones;
slaves, children as
sewing, 16, 25, 53-54, 59-60, 105
shops. See stores; workshops
sickness
consequences, 38
help of boys, 122
work and no respite, 16
See also disease
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singing, 34, 79, 104, 114, 127
slavery, 10, 17, 24, 53-54, 69, 79. See also child
abuse and neglect; child labor
sleeping conditions and locales, 19, 25-26, 129,
133-35,136, 139
slums, 12-13, 15-16, 41-42, 81-83, 85, 91-92
charity and cruelty, 8
darkness, 101
environmental impact. See environment
immigrants, 165n1
new compared to old, 9
See also tenements
smallpox, 39. See also disease
smoking, 48, 73-74
soap and water, 15, 25, 34, 84, 91-92, 95. See also
cleanliness
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 8
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children,
17,72,75,75-81
Society for the Prevention of Pauperism, 151,
167n26. See also pauperism
starvation, 17, 30, 38, 79
State Board of Charities, 148, 167n28. See also
charities
statistics. See vital statistics
stepmothers, 75, 167n30. See also mothers
St. George Church, 119-20, 126
St. MarK’s Place, 114-15, 117, 124, 132-33, 143
stores
compared to factories, 61
working conditions, 62
See also child labor
stories of children
Bessie, little, 46-47
Brodsky, Jette, little, 27
Buffalo, a runaway boy, 138-40
Carmen, little, 17, 81
Edward, the little vegetable pedlar, 139
Johnny, 94
Katie, a little housekeeper, 37, 46
Leslie, Fay, 51
Lowell, Flossie, 51
Maher, little, 128
Margalto, Giuseppe, little, 20-21, 135
Mary Ellen, little, 75, 81, 130
Noonan, Annie, Kid Mcduff’s girl, 49-52
Pietro, 15, 22-23
Quill, Harry, 136
Susie, little, 60-61
Tommy, 56, 140-41
Tony, 35-37
Wolff, Annie, an abused girl, 78

street, the
effects of paving, 165n6
environmental factor, 36-47, 69-71, 92-94,
96-99,112-17,133-35
See also environment
refuge, 10
suffering of poor children compared to
community, 10
suicide in tenement top floors, 24
Susie, story of little, 60-61
sweaters (tenement employers), 16, 24-25,
27-28,53-55,59-61, 64
census, 28
death rates, 165n4
district, 25,53
as landlords, 11
slavery, 24, 54
sweat shops. See sweaters
synagogues, 28

T

tailors, 24, 64,112, 165n4
Talmud, 29
teachers, 15-16, 28-29, 31-32,92-96, 101-4,
138-39
teeth, decayed, 57, 166n9
telegraph messengers, 62. See also child labor
tenants, 26, 43, 45,53, 70,97
in the Barracks, 13
See also Barracks, the
death, 46
higher rents with reduced occupancy, 27
of an industrial school, 43
loss of individuality, 146
Sanitary Police robbing owners, 24
tenement-house problem, 9
tenements, 8-14, 16-17, 24-28, 36-41, 71-72,
134-36
crime and suicide on top floors, 24
crowding, 10, 24
death rate, 13
See also census; vital statistics
effect on child's growth, 38
fire, 46
Hester Street, 29
movement out of, 11
population, 166n8
See also census; vital statistics
rear, 12-13, 26, 28
schools in, 28-29
See also slums
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Tommy, story of, 56, 140-41
Tompkins Square, 71, 113-15,117, 133, 137
Tony, story of, 35-37
“toughs” (delinquents), 38, 48, 120
breeding, 12
club in MacDougal Street, 114
community failure to reform, 151
opportunities for mischief, 43
Poverty Gap, 118
tenants’ fear, 97
as voters, 48
See also juvenile delinquency
Tracy, Roger S., 145, 165n4
trades, 56,72,110-11, 121
trade schools. See industrial schools
trade unions, 72,110, 112, 142
Tribune. See New-York Tribune
truancy, 59-60, 62, 64-69, 74, 95, 109-10. See also
education: compulsory
truant officers, 61, 65, 109, 125
type-setting in a boys' club, 121. See also boys’
clubs
typhus, 39. See also disease

U

ulcerations of the eye, 39. See also disease
United Hebrew Charities, 24, 35

\'

vaccination, 17, 31

vagrants, 67, 130-31, 135. See also girls: vagrancy
and immorality

vital statistics, 13, 59, 165n4. See also census

vocational schools. See industrial schools

voting, 13, 45, 62,106, 107-8, 113. See also
citizenship

w

wages
children earning, 25, 32, 38, 52, 56, 60
older girls, 130
relatives' greed, 60, 87, 167n30
steady reduction, 55
from vagrancy of girls, 142
working mothers and nursery help, 95
wards (administrative divisions of New York City),
23-25,40-41, 48-50, 66, 124, 165n4
wasting disease, 17. See also disease
West, homes in the, 130, 133, 147

Wolff, Annie, an abused girl, 78. See also child
abuse and neglect
work as a treadmill, 23-35, 110. See also child
labor
workshops, 25, 52, 56, 62
deliberate limits to learning in, 64
tenements and, 102
See also child labor
Wright, John D., 76-77
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